CSK Fund 

As a sincere admirer of the wisdom, 
dedication and courage of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, and as one who truly 
grieved over his death as a great loss 
to the cause of human brotherhood, | 
am most happy to contribute to the 
Coretta Scott King Educational Fund. | 
hope this fund will serve to aid many 
women—especially Negro women—in 

the pursuit of education. 
—Marion G. Means 
Toledo, Ohio 


There are many aspects of this schol- 
arship fund which are noteworthy, but 
those which particularly appeal to me 
are that the recipients are to be black 
women, that the grants are to be on 
both graduate and undergraduate level, 
and that high standards of selection will 
be administered and maintained by an 
AAUW committee. 

| have been a Fellowships chairman 
in our Allentown Branch and am so 
proud that AAUW has decided to spon- 
sor this program. Something long need- 
ed. It brings to my mind the sad fact 
that when | was an undergraduate at 
the University of Maine years ago, one 
of my Negro classmates was not per- 
mitted to do practice teaching. This was 
not generally known at the time. This 
was probably in 1935, and was not 
brought to light until a recent college 
reunion when the Negro woman men- 
tioned this and announced quite a con- 
siderable donation to a scholarship fund. 

—Janet Hobbie 
Allentown, Pa. 


Enlarging the Circle 

Last spring | attended the conference 
in Washington, D.C. of the National 
Committee for the Support of the Public 
Schools. The entire conference was on 
the racist question. | came home very 
concerned and also very afraid. Whether 
we admit it or not, we are in the midst 
of a revolution. As educated women we 
should do something constructive. 

Let us make an effort to bring eligible 
black women into our AAUW branches. 
Let us offer our hand in friendship and 
show that we respect them. You will say 
that the black women do not want to 
join with us. True, but let us show that 
we want them. Edwin Markham wrote 
long ago: 

“He drew a circle that shut me out 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But love and | had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in.” 

How can we draw this circle? It is our 
responsibility. Don’t expect the black 
women to come to us. We must go to 
them. You might contact the pastor of 
a black church and learn which women 
are eligible. Then make personal con- 
tacts. There is also a black sorority; per- 
haps they might be interested. There 
are many black teachers. If only you 
can get_a few black women interested, 
it is worth all the effort you make. It 
is the start that is hardest. 

What do you intend to do? 

—Mrs. David Adams Hovell 
Bloomfield, N.J. 


On Age Discrimination 
Dear Dr. Pannell: 

From recent news stories, and from 
an exchange of correspondence between 
the Secretary of Health, Education and 
Welfare and myself, it would seem that 
the AAUW has been mentioned, in a 
tangentiai way, in a situation which at 
first glance appeared to involve a viola- 
tion of the spirit of Public Law 90-202, 
the Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act of 1967. Let me hasten to say that 
there was never the slightest suggestion 
that AAUW was involved other than 
wholly innocently. 

Mrs. Jean Hawkins of the Department 
requested the assistance of AAUW in re- 
cruiting qualified women for positions in 
HEW. Originally, she specified that they 
should be between the ages of 25 and 
35, but she subsequently raised the up- 
per limit to 50. Her afterthought was a 
step in the right direction, but either re- 
quest would be a clear violation of the 
principles of the 1967 statute, which 
forbids arbitrary age discrimination be- 
low the age of 65. 

| wrote Secretary Finch about this, 
and he responded with assurances that 
the Department was not practicing age 
discrimination. However, there remained 
some questions about the specific posi- 
tions for which Mrs. Hawkins was recruit- 
ing. 

It is my hope and expectation that the 
Secretary will soon set my fears at rest 
and indicate that arbitrary age limits 
should not have been set for these posi- 
tions at either age level. 

The sole purpose of this letter is to 
acquaint you witi) the questions that 
have been raised, and to express the 
hope that you will shortly be hearing, if, 
indeed, you have not already, from the 
Department to the effect that they do 
not believe there is a shortage of quali- 
fied women between the ages of 50 and 
65. 

This minor transgression  notwith- 
standing, | must certainly commend the 
Department of HEW for its good judg- 
ment in turning to your organization as 
a source of highly qualified Federal ex- 
ecutives. 

James G. O’Hara 
Member of Congress 
12th District, Michigan 


AAUW is one of the co-sponsors of 
a national convocation on hunger in 
the United States which will be held 
in New York City at the Americana 
Hotel, May 26 and 27, under the 
auspices of the National Council of 
Negro Women. 

“The facts about hunger which 
knows no color line, are reaching 
more and more Americans,” said 
NCNW President, Dorothy |. Height. 
“The convocation will translate these 
facts into an emergency effort by 
concerned volunteers to map and 
mount a massive program to put an 
end to hunger.” 
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oped out of Topic study. The panel will 
include Edith Wilson, chairman of the 
Association Implementation Committee 
for ‘Testing Values in a Changing So- 
ciety,"” and former president of the 
Maine Division, and Eunice Brown (Mrs. 
Fay), former member of the Association 
Program Development Committee and 
former president of the Texas Division. 

Another addition to convention pro- 
gram will be an orientation session for 
first-time convention go-ers on Sunday 
afternoon from 4 to 5. In addition to a 
preview of the panorama of convention, 
an opportunity will be presented to dis- 
cuss specific parliamentary procedures. 


Convention Theme 

The theme of the convention will be 
“The Responsibility of the Educated 
Woman.” 
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